
                         Join the orange and grey revolution 

AVA BUS OVERVIEW  

WHAT IS CANBUS?  

In short, the Controller Area Network (CAN) is a standard used to allow Electronic Control 

Units (ECUs) to communicate in an efficient manner without a central computer. Messages 

are broadcast in a system that requires very little physical wiring making CAN bus low cost, 

robust and efficient.  

WHAT IS MODBUS?  

Modbus is a serial communication protocol developed by Modicon published by Modicon® 

in 1979 for use with its programmable logic controllers (PLCs). In simple terms, it is a     

method used for transmitting information over serial lines between electronic devices. The    

device requesting the information is called the Modbus Master and the devices supplying  

information are Modbus Slaves. In a standard Modbus network, there is one Master and up 

to 247 Slaves, each with a unique Slave Address from 1 to 247. The Master can also write 

information to the Slaves. Find more info here: http://www.simplymodbus.ca/FAQ.htm  

CAN YOU OFFER PROFIBUS?  

Our engineers are currently working on Profi-Bus capabilities for the AVA actuators 

and we hope to have further update on this later in year. Keep checking 

www.avacuators.co.uk for more information about our progress.  

MODBUS AND CANBUS AVAILABILITY  

Our AVA Smart actuators are capable of being supplied compatible with the systems as detailed 

above, Modbus and Canbus are currently available with our AVA 20, 50, 80-110, 200 and 

400Nm actuators. Other models are being added to the programme. The actuators are available 

as BUS Smart On Off or BUS Smart Modulating. The following pages will give you an overview of 

how the Smart actuators Firmware can be used to calibrate and setup our actuators to your 

BUS system. The Smart intuitive menu system allows the user to customise and setup actuators 

specific to your require-

ment. When we say our actuators are Smart, we really 

mean it and our BUS actuator series further demonstrate 

our capabilities compared to many of our competitor's.   

Example of BUS system 
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